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Important Dates to Remember 

Winter Break - Dec. 19-Jan 3 

Spring Semester Begins - Jan. 5 

Martin L. King Jr. Day - Jan. 18 

Presidents’ Day - Feb. 15 

December 2015 

Bond Passes  

A huge thank you 
to the local Sunny-
lope community for 
the recent bond 
passing. 
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FAFSA Night 

Join the counseling 
department for 
FAFSA Night Feb. 
3rd, and FAFSA 
Day Feb. 6th.  
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Student Involvement 

Sunnyslope hosted 
GUHSD’s First An-
nual Service Acad-
emy Information 
Night. 
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Counselor’s Corner 

In January, the Coun-
seling Department 
will begin registering 
students for 2016-
2017. 

Page 2 

As we head into the New Year, it is fitting that we take 
some time to reflect on some of the successes that we’ve 
shared through Sunnyslope sports, performing groups, 
and student clubs over the course of the first semester.  

During the fall sports season, our Vikings showed tre-
mendous effort and displayed what it means to pursue 
Victory with Honor. Football went 9-1 in the regular sea-
son, taking the Section Championship and making it to 
the semi-finals of the state playoffs. Volleyball also had 
an amazing season in its first year in Division I, going    
15-2 for the season, capturing the Division I, Section II 
Championship, and going all the way to the state semi-
finals. Badminton also made it to the state playoffs and 
were Division I, Section VI Champs. Both the Girls and 
Boys Swim & Dive teams were District Champions, and 
our Cross Country teams and Golf team gave valiant 
efforts.  

Our performing groups also had a terrific semester, with 
the Viking Pride Marching Band representing Sunnyslope 
well as they performed at football games, flag-raisings 
and festivals. Additionally, the season culminated in a 
fantastic performance and a rating of “Excellent” at the 
State Marching Festival. More over, band and orchestra 
students volunteered over 160 hours of tutoring for the 
M.U.S.I.C. program at Madison Meadows Elementary.  

The fall play, “33 Variations,” presented by our theater 
department, was a huge hit and the students put on an 
amazing show! Our choirs also had spectacular perfor-
mances, both on and off the stage, with the Sunnyslope 
Choirs raising over $500 for the Lymphoma Research 
Foundation and volunteering at the Lymphoma Walk at 
the Phoenix Zoo. Vikingtown was also a success, which 

allowed our students to celebrate diversity and bond as a 
community. 

NHS, Key Club and AFJROTC, as well as athletes and 
individual students across our campus, have also been 
donating their time and energies to worthy causes, with 
hundreds of volunteer hours accumulated so far at Honor 
Health, Phoenix Children’s Hospital, St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal, the Avista Senior Center, the Arizona Humane Socie-
ty, Desert Mission Food Bank, and Race for the Cure, just 
to name a few.  

A big thanks goes out to all of you who represent 
Sunnyslope High School in the best of ways… with honor 
on the field-of-play, integrity in the classroom, and com-
passion for the people in the community in which we live.  

Go Vikings! 
 
Thank you,  
Tim Matteson 

From the Principal 
What a great semester! Across the campus – in classrooms, on stage and on the field, we have witnessed 
stellar performances from students. As administrators and staff, we are very proud of the hard work students 
put in and the way they represent SHS whether in academics, artist expression or athletic competition. We 
thank you, the parents, for allowing us to work with your kids and for supporting us in this community. Thank 
you, too, for showing your support in our recent election process.  

We hope you have a wonderful winter break, and we look forward to another great semester. 

Thank you, 
Steve Ducey 

Great Things Happening at Sunnyslope 

From the Assistant Principal of Operations and Resources 

Education is the 
most powerful 

weapon which you 
can use to change 

the world.  

-Nelson Mandela 



Counselor’s Corner 

In January, the Counseling Department begins the registration process for the 2016-2017 school 
year. 

For current freshmen, sophomores and juniors, the counselors will begin the information process and 
registration in January. The counselors will conduct two classroom presentations, in conjunction with the 
registration process. At the time of the first presentation, each student will receive a copy of their tran-
script, so both the student and the parent can make informed decisions about future classes. The topics 
covered in the presentations will include transcript review, graduation requirements, class selection, 
West Mec classes and registration procedures. The students will then fill out their registration papers and 
return them to the counselors during their scheduled second presentation so that we may enter them 
into the computer. Just a reminder, for certain performance classes, as well as honors and AP classes, 
the current teacher’s recommendation is required. We also require a parent signature to complete the 
process.  For available class selections, look under the “Academics” tab on the Sunnyslope website. 

Additional Note: If your student is interested in a low cost career and technical training program, please 
look at the West Mec website for program information at www.west-mec.org. Most programs start for 
next year’s juniors, but some programs are also available for future seniors. Look at the “program infor-
mation” tab under each program. Registration is due before January 14, 2016 so time is of the essence. 
West Mec offers a variety of training programs including: Cosmetology, Aesthetician, Automotive Colli-
sion and Technology, Avionics, Aviation Technology, CNC Precision manufacturing, EMT, Fire Science, 
Medical Assisting, Medium Heavy Diesel, HVAC, Veterinary Science and Welding.  A West Mec repre-
sentative will be on campus in our Career Center on Thursday, January 7, 2016, to answer any 
questions. 

As always, if you have any questions or would like to schedule a meeting with your student’s counselor, 
please feel free to contact us at the numbers below. We enjoy every opportunity to partner with you to 
enhance the educational experience of your children. 

Carmine Castaldo-623-915-8781 
Johnny Frias-623-915-8728  
Jason Robertson-623-915-8791  
Mike Childress-623-915-8779  
Vicky Christensen-623-915-8777 
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Future Freshmen Night Is Approaching:  Thursday, January 14 

Sunnyslope High School will be welcoming its incoming Class of 2020 by having its Future Freshman 
Night event on Thursday, January 14.  This event is a student centered event which showcases all of the 
academic, athletic, and club opportunities that are offered at Sunnyslope High School.  The event will 
begin at 6:30 PM.  The gymnasium doors will open at 6:00 PM.  The Sunnyslope gymnasium will be filled 
with future Vikings and their parents, so please arrive early.  The evening will kick off in the gymnasium 
with some brief introductions followed by a student-generated presentation on all of the sports and clubs 
offered at Sunnyslope High School.  A guided campus tour will follow immediately after this.  You will be 
able to see all of the wonderful, exciting things happening in our classrooms at Sunnyslope.  We look for-
ward to seeing the future Class of 2020 and their families at this event. 

United States Service Academies Information Night Was A Great Success! 

Sunnyslope hosted Glendale Union High School District's First Annual Service Academy Information Night on 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015. The program included information about each of the five US Service Academy's 
admissions guidelines, class profiles, majors of study, and career opportunities. The event was a great success 
with over 125 people in attendance, from over 15 schools across the valley. 

Currently there are seven GUHSD students attending US Service Academies: 
Kirsten Linnartz from Sunnyslope attends US Air Force Academy, Kamil Krupczyn-
ski from Thunderbird, Fallyn Sawdy-Bowes from Greenway, Connor Linnartz, 
Evanne Gellert, Allison Spencer, and Nick Herrera, from Sunnyslope all attend the 
US Naval Academy (all GUHSD students pictured except Allison Spencer).  
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Tis the Season for Giving 

During this season of giving, it’s im-
portant to remember those organiza-
tions that are making a difference in 
our community. There are a number 
of commendable organizations near-
by and one of those organizations 
directly benefits the students of Glen-
dale Union High School District.  

ISEE Foundation 

The ISEE Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit community organization that 
supports the mission of the Glendale 
Union High School District. The 
Foundation was established in 1983 
to enhance collaboration between the 
business community and the Glen-
dale Union High School District. The 
Board of Directors and friends of the 
foundation raise money to benefit 
students in the Glendale Union High 
School District. 

The ISEE Foundation goals align with 
those of the Glendale Union High 
School District. The Foundation’s 
mission is to provide additional re-
sources for schools and students and 
to build strong school/community 
partnerships. 

The ISEE Foundation is grateful for 
contributions of any amount at any 
time throughout the year. Individuals 
may claim a tax deduction for dona-
tions made to the foundation. You 
can consult your tax adviser regard-
ing your personal tax benefit.  

To make a donation, visit http://
guhsdaz.sharpschool.com/cms/
One.aspx?
portalId=754623&pageId=20007767 
complete the form and then submit.  

FAFSA Workshops Coming In February 

Back in October, the counseling department hosted a FAFSA Night.  Parents and students were given infor-
mation regarding the financial aid process.  Grand Canyon University was kind enough to come out and do a 
presentation for everyone regarding timelines, process, and different forms of financial aid.  Their printed 
presentation can be found in the Career Center.  As an extension of that presentation, the counseling depart-
ment will also be hosting another FAFSA Night on February 3rd from 6 PM-8 PM and a FAFSA Day on Febru-
ary 6th from 9 AM -11 AM. The sessions will take place in the Media Center computer lab.  Please bring all es-
sential tax documents for this event. We will have representatives at each session to help you fill out your fi-
nancial aid forms. You, as the parent, should be able to walk away from this event with your FAFSA form com-
pleted and sent.    

Because the FAFSA dates are changing this next year, we will be hosting another information FAFSA night for 
junior parents and students in April. The date is yet to be determined.  The goal of this is to prepare you for the 
new fall deadlines as of 2016.  If you have questions please feel free to contact Victoria Christensen at (623) 
915-8777.       

Tax Credit Program 

An additional giving option that will bene-
fit the students of the Glendale Union 
High School District is a tax credit dona-
tion through the state of Arizona. 

Arizona law provides a tax credit for con-
tributions to public schools which support 
extracurricular activities and character 
education programs.  

You can help Glendale Union High 
School students while possibly lowering 
your tax bill by making a donation. 

The state tax credit is available 
to all qualifying individual Arizona state 
taxpayers. You do not need to have a 
child enrolled in a school to take ad-
vantage of this state tax credit. It is al-
ways best to consult a tax adviser to 
learn if you qualify for the dollar-for-dollar 
credit. 

A tax credit is different from a deduction, 
because you may subtract the whole con-
tribution from the amount of taxes you 
may owe the state of Arizona. An individ-
ual may contribute as much as $200, and 
a couple filing jointly may contribute as 
much as $400 to a public school and re-
ceive the money back in the form of a tax 
credit. 

Tax credit donations can be made online 
or by completing a form at 
www.guhsdaz.org. 

To be eligible for a state tax credit in 
2015, your contribution must be received 
or postmarked by April 15, 2016. 

GUHSD students benefit from both the 
state tax credit program and funds con-
tributed to the ISEE Foundation. As you 
are finalizing your contribution list, please 
consider giving to one or both of these 
worthy programs. 

Bond election passes 

Voters approved the passage of 
a $70 million bond at the Nov. 3 
election.  

The Maricopa County Record-
er’s Office reported 60.26 per-
cent “yes” to 39.74 percent 
“no.”  

The approval allows the district 
to fund capital improvements at 
each of our nine high schools. 
Examples of these improve-
ments include roof repairs, 
school safety upgrades, cafete-
ria infrastructure renovations, 
technology and equipment.  

We thank the GUHSD commu-
nity for their continued support 
of our schools and our stu-
dents.  

Thank you to the Class of 
2015 and the community for 
Sunnyslope High School’s 
new marquee. Go Vikings! 

 



GLENDALE UNION 

The Glendale Union High School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability. 

 
El Glendale Union High School District no discrimina a raza, color, nacionalidad, 

género, edad, o habilidad diferenciada. 

 
 

SUNNYSLOPE HIGH SCHOOL 

YEARBOOKS & SENIOR ADS 

Buy your yearbook at the bookstore for 
$60 

SENIORS - Pay for and reserve ad space at 
the BOOKSTORE 

Full Page (8x10) - $250 
Half Page (8x5) - $125 

Quarter Page (4x5) - $70 
Eighth Page (4x2.5) - $35 

 

The FINAL deadline for turning in pay-
ment and ad is     

JANUARY 15th 

 

Purchase the space for your senior person-
al ad in the yearbook as soon as possi-
ble. Every year, the space for ads is sold 

out, so don’t delay. 

Space is limited! 

Reserve your space now, and then you’ll 
have plenty of time to get your ad design 

together. 

Submitting the ad is easy! 

You can submit a fully designed digital ad 
(.jpg format, 300 dpi) OR you can send in 

hard copies of your pictures and text. 

Digital ads can be sent in on disk or 
emailed to Mrs. Hutchison. Email pictures and text to: 

Deanne.Hutchison@guhsdaz.org 


